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Airfield earmarked for
industrial development

A north-east village is in
line for an employment
boost after planning chiefs
agreed to set aside a former
RAF airfield for a industrial
development.

Aberdeenshire council-
lors have agreed to allocate
71 acres of land at Fordoun
Aerodrome, near Lau-
rencekirk, for the creation
of a business park.

It is hoped the move will
bring employment oppor-

tunities in line with Lau-
rencekirk, Stonehaven and
Edzell Woods.

A previous bid for indus-
trial development at For-
doun airfield had been
unanimously supported as
councillors discussed the
area’s Local Development
Plan 2016.

B u t o f f i c e r s w e r e
asked to rea l ign the
boundaries of the site as
councillors felt they were
too restrictive and needed
to be changed in a bid to

attract larger oil compa-
nies.

Two proposals were put
to the councillors, one to
expand by 71 acres and an-
other to make a further 207
acres available, the later be-
ing rejected.

Kincardineshire and
Mearns councillor George
Carr said the village’s old
sawmill will also be in-
cluded as part of the devel-
opment site. He added:
“There is a shortage of land
for large-scale industries.

“We need to provide sites
large organisations want
and this will provide that.

“If we don’t, organisa-
tions will leave areas like
this and relocate,” added
Mr Carr.

Businesses in the area al-
ready include Hunting Oil-
field Services, Sandy
Adams Engineering, D&K
Singer and Economove.

Parts of the airfield have
already been developed on
anadhocbasisasaresultof
firms expanding and using

the storage facilities at the
site. The airfield was active
from 1942 to 1944, primar-
ily for flying the Airspeed
Oxford, an RAF training
aircraft.

After World War II it was
decommissioned and is
currently used for storing
pipes and drilling equip-
ment used in North Sea oil
fields.

Development: Former aerodrome could provide jobs boost

BY DAWN MORRISON

BIRD’S EYE VIEW: The wartime RAF aerodrome has the potential to attract large oil and gas and engineering companies

Aberdeen fish firm to close doors

An award-winning Ab-
erdeen fish factory is facing
closureandthe lossofall50
jobs.

Trawlpac Seafoods,
based in Craigshaw Place,
West Tullos, is consulting
employees about its future
but the prospects of it sur-
viving look grim.

ManagingdirectorLinda
Cross told the Press and
Journal yesterday the
bosses planned to shut the

factory by the end of Octo-
ber after failing to reverse
trading losses.

She added: “It is with
sadness that the board of
directors has proposed that
Trawlpac Seafoods should
cease trading.

“Consultation with our
employees on the proposed
closure and potential re-
dundancies has com-
menced today.

“If following the consul-
tation period the decision
to proceed with a closure is
ratified, the board intends

to conduct an orderly shut-
down of the business.”

Family-owned Trawlpac
was set up in 1975 by the
late Peter Crockford. It
manufactures a range of
quick-frozen and smoked
seafood products.

In 2007, it was among a
group of north-east fish
businesses to receive Scot-
tish Seafood Training Asso-
ciation certificates and has
also been recognised at the
Scottish Food and Drink
Excellence Awards.

But it suffered a blow last

year when the Health and
Safety Executive served it
with an improvement no-
tice, alleging that employ-
ees were exposed to harm-
ful legionella bacteria.

Trawlpac quickly carried
out improvements and no
further action was taken.

Mrs Cross said: “Over the
past 40 years the company
has developed a reputation
for producing high quality
fish products. However, the
decline in the white-fish in-
dustry has significantly im-
pacted our profitability.”
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Fire crews
tackle city
flats blaze
Firefighters were
called out to tackle a
fire in a block of flats
on Aberdeen’s Lang
Stracht last night.

Crews from the
North Anderson
Drive and Central
Stations attended the
incident, which was
out before they ar-
rived just after
7.30pm and was de-
scribed as ‘pretty mi-
nor’. Nobody was in-
jured.

Clean Water
charity gala
A charity set up to
support millions of
people suffering
worldwide due to a
lack of clean water is
hosting a fundraiser
in Aberdeen.

The Aqua Initiative
is staging a Clean
Water Gala at the
Hilton Treetops Hotel
on September 19,
from 6.30pm-mid-
night.

Family
history talk
Aberdeen and North-
East Scotland Family
History Society will
hear a talk given by
Stuart Petrie on Mon-
day at 7.30pm.

The event will take
place at North East
Scotland College, Gal-
lowgate.

Non-members are
welcome.

Coffee date
at church
The Queen Street
Church coffee shop in
Aberdeen will open
today for light
lunches and morning
coffee from 10.30am
to 1.30pm.

City
import
dealer
jailed
A convicted dealer who
ranaEurope-widedrugs
ring from behind bars
andorchestratedthe im-
port of £500,000 of an
ecstasy-type substance
to Aberdeen has been
jailed.

Paul Bulman was sen-
tenced to six years and
four months after he
used hidden mobile
phones to direct opera-
tions from Saughton jail
in Edinburgh.

His gang peddled
pentedrone, with 70 ki-
los of the drug shipped
from Holland to Ab-
erdeen. Phone records
showed he set up drug
handovers in Dundee
and Forfar which led to
two of his gang getting
jailed last year.

At the High Court in
Glasgow, Bulman, 26, of
Knightswood, Glasgow,
pleaded guilty to dealing
from September 2012 to
January 2013 and his
girlfriend Sara Walker
admi t t ed bank i n g
£90,000 to pay for
drugs.

While Bulman was
jailed Walker, pregnant
with his child, was
placed under supervi-
sion for two years and
ordered to carry out 100
hours unpaid work in
the community.

Yesterday judge Lord
Turnbull told Bulman:
“You have demonstrated
that your previous cus-
todial sentence had no
effect on you. You reof-
fendedandtheentireso-
phisticated operation
was conducted from
within prison.”

The court heard that
Walker, a former ac-
counts department
worker, met Bulman
when she visited a
friend in prison.

Bulman instructed
her to bank the money,
w h i c h w e n t t o a c-
counts in Portugal and
Malta, to pay for pent-
edrone.

Walker, 22, of Possil-
park, Glasgow, admitted
a charge under the Pro-
ceeds of Crime Act.

“The entire
operation was
conducted
from prison”

HIGH COURT

A good grouse shooting
season is forecast thanks to
conditions during the win-
ter and spring.

Experts believe that this
year’sgrouseseasonshould
certainly be as good if not
better than last year’s.

Robert Rattray, partner
at CKD Galbraith and head
of the firm’s Sporting Lets
agency,said:“Wehadanin-
teresting winter. The high
grouse moors experienced
more traditional winter

weather with good snow
falls, whilst lower-ground
moors had much milder
and frost-free conditions.
Historically our better
grouse years have followed
a hard winter.

“Across Scotland, the
mild spring and good
weather in May and June
should have provided ideal
breeding conditions, and it
is looking as if it is shaping
up to be another excellent
year. Covey sizes are possi-
bly slightly down on last
year – around the six to
eight mark – but there ap-
pears to be a good and con-

sistentspreadacrossmoors
throughout Scotland.”

Clients can expect to pay
about £150 plus VAT per
brace for driven grouse and
£100plusVATperbracefor
walked-up grouse this sea-
son.LastyearSportingLets
welcomedanumberofnew
nationalities to the sport,
with novices coming from
as far afield as India and
China to experience Scot-
land’s pre-eminent sport-
ing offerings.

As for fishing,MrRattray
said: “The spring run
across Scotland in 2014 has
been very disappointing. In

comparison to the spring
last year, numbers of re-
turning salmon appear to
be well down and rod
catches have reflected this.
Therehavebeenexceptions
but thesehavebeenvery lo-
calised and in general the
rivers have been quiet. It is
pleasing to report sea trout
numbers have been up on a
number of rivers through
May and June. It would be
fantastic if this was main-
tained on a year to year ba-
sis. We are eagerly awaiting
the arrival of the grilse and
the subsequent autumn
run of fish.”

Eagle vigil pays off for snapper
A Highland photographer
spent 20 hours watching a
golden eagle nest in order
to capture the perfect shot
of the birds returning to
feed their young.

Mark Hamblin, of Car-
rbridge, camped overnight
in the hide on Glen Tanar
Estate near Aboyne – with
cheese sandwiches to keep
him going.

The epic task involved
sitting with his eye pressed
upagainstasmallpeephole
in the hide to make sure he
did not miss the crucial
moment.

And it paid off, as these
spectacular pictures show.

Mr Hamblin now hopes
that the shots will raise
awareness of the rare bird.

There are only around
400 pairs in Scotland and
in recent years several have
been hit by illegal poison-
ing.

He said: “I am not a pa-
tient person ordinarily but
when I get something in
my mind that I want, I can
be quite determined.

“There is theoverarching
desire to get the picture
and you just stay vigilant to
get the shot.”

His dedication meant
that he even ate his sand-
wiches with his eye still
glued to the peephole.

Eagles only visit the nest
site a few times each day so
there can be many hours
between each visit.

At seven weeks old and
justdaysaway fromleaving
the nest, the chicks require
less food.

The two adults returned
to the nest three times in
the evening, another in the
early morning and then fi-
nally at 12pm, just an hour
before Mr Hamblin left the
hide.

He said that he had just a
few seconds notice that the
adults were returning to
the nest because of the
trees around the site.

He added: “They are a
very shy and wary bird and
do not come close to hu-
mans if they can help it.

“It was a real privilege to
for me to watch them.”

Against a continued
background of illegal per-
secution of raptors, Glen

Tanar Estate is bucking the
trend. They see raptors not
only as biologically impor-
tant for the natural well be-
ing of the estate but also as
a valuable financial re-
source.

Over the past two years
they have been renting out
a hide overlooking the nest
of a pair of golden eagles to
enthusiastic photogra-
phers from all over the
UK.

Nature: Photographer’s 20-hour stakeout watching nest results in stunning images
BY JANE CANDLISH

Photographer Mark Hamblin spent 20 hours camped in a hide to capture these stunning shots

SWOOPING IN: The golden eagle mother flies in to the nest to her waiting chicks. Photographs: Mark Hamblin

Winter conditions boost hopes for glorious grouse season
BY NEIL MacPHAIL

There are hopes for a consistently good spread of grouse across Scottish moors

SHOOTING


